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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 OES-05 AID-05 INT-05 NSF-02 NAS-01 10- II 

COME-00 SSO-00 /040W 

051307 

P 272300Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 564 

UNCLAS GUATEMALA 1698 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SWEL GT 

SUBJECT: GUATEMALAN EARTHQUAKE - REQUEST FOR SEISMOGRAPHIC 
EQUIPMENT AND TRAINING 

1. DURING RECENT MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR, PRESIDENT LAUGERUD REQUESTED 

US ASSISTANCE IN PROVIDING GOG WITH MORE MODERN SEISMOGRAPHIC 
EQUIPMENT. 


2. PRESENTGUATEMALAN NATIONAL OBSERVATORY EQUIPMENT CONSISTS 
OF TWO HORIZONTAL WIECHERTS AND ONE VERTICAL SEISMOGRAPH 
DONATED BY GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY IN 1919 TOGETHER WITH ONE 
OPERATIONAL MONTANA ACCF.I EROGRAPH INSTALLED THIRTY YEARS 
AGO. UNIVERSITY OF SAN CARLOS HAS ONE ACCELEROGRAPH AND 
THREE SEISMOSCOPES OPERATIONAL. US GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

(USGS) HAS VOLCANIC SURVEILLANCE AND MISCELLANEOUS 
EQUIPMENT ON SHORT TERM LOAN TO OBSERVATORY. 

3. USGS EXPERTS HERE ARE OF OPINION THAT GUATEMALA CITY 
OBSERVATORY NEEDS MODERN SEISMIC SEISMOMETERS, RECORDER 
AND TIMING UNIT. THEY RECOMMEND FOUR ADDITIONAL SEISMIC 
STATIONS EQUIPPED WITH TELEMETER TO OBSERVATORY, 
APPROXIMATELY 45 STRON-MOTION ACCFLEROGR APHS AND 25 
SEISMOSCOPES. 

4. PRIOR TO OBTAINING NEW EQUIPMENT, OBSERVATORY PERSONNEL 
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WOULD NEED LONG TERM TRAINING WHICH SHOULD BE ARRANGED 
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THROUGH uses AT MENLO PARK AND GOLDEN, COLORADO. 

5. POSSIBLE SOURCES OE FINANCING EQUIPMENT AND TRAINING 

IN COOPERATION WITH USGS WOULD APPEAR TO BE OAS, NATIONAL 

SCIENCE FOUNDATION, UNESCO, USGS, AND UNIVERSITY OF 

CAT, IFOR NT A AT BERKEEEY OR CALTFORNTA TECHNOLOGIC INSTITUTE. 

6. WOULD APPRECIATE EARLY REPLY AS TO HOW WE CAN BE 
RESPONSIVE TO PRESIDENT'S REQUEST TO AMBASSADOR. 

MF.T.OY 
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